
Z - ZEALOUS

	Imagine for a moment a soldier on a mission - - he is prepared, focused, and ready. He does not go into battle lackadaisically. He’s all in. There is no thought of turning back until he reaches his goal. Zeal drives him on.

	“Zeal” isn’t a word used very often in contemporary culture. When it is used, it’s often used in a negative sense. People tend to be put off by a person who seems too passionate and intense. Or, we are rightly alarmed by zealots who are fanatical in their destructive purposes. But when applied to God and His perfect purposes, how right and good that He is zealous! To see God’s zeal in action, just look at Jesus’ passionate and intense pursuit of sinners. His zeal to save us took Him down a road of selfless humility and unimaginable pain and suffering. Yet He never wavered. Jesus would pursue His goal with His whole heart, until it had been accomplished! But even beyond His zeal for saving us, is God’s zeal for His glory - - it is ultimate. In this lesson we will be explaining, as simply as possible, how God accomplished this ultimate goal through the act of loving and and saving an unrighteous people.

Supplies: a piece of candy, a pail and scrub brush (or mop)

	Suppose I gave you the choice between doing two different things: You could have a piece of candy to eat, or you could scrub and clean the floor. What would you choose to do? Put your hand up if you’d choose to scrub and clean the floor. Now put your hand up if you would choose a piece of candy to eat!

	What if I told you that there was a special reward for scrubbing the floor. If you scrub the floor, you will receive a special vacation trip anywhere in the country, a new bike, five new games, $100, and all the candy you want! Now, how many of you would choose to scrub the floor? - - Put your hands up!

· Sometimes people will choose to do a harder thing because in the end it gives a better and greater reward.

	Knowing what a great reward was waiting for you, would you scrub like this? (Get down on your hands and knees and pretend to scrub the floor in a bored, lackadaisical manner).

	Or, would you scrub more like this? (Pretend to scrub the floor with great enthusiasm and determination.)

· If the reward is something we really want, we will go about getting it eagerly and wtih great energy.
· Another way to say this is that we do something”whole heartedly.”

	What about God? When He decides to do something, do you think He goes about it with great eagerness and energy? Does He do things whole heartedly?
	For example, when the people of Israel were slaves in Egypt, did God want them to be free? Did He decide to act and free them? Did He do it in a “ho-hum” lazy kind of way? What did He do? (sent the plagues)

· God acted whole heartedly with great eagerness and energy to free His people.
· God acted whole heartedly to defeat the Egyptian armies and Pharaoh.
· There is a word the Bible used to mean that God acts whole heartedly with great eagerness and energy in order to bring about His plans. It is a word that begins with the letter “Z.”

Read Isaiah 42:13 - 
	The LORD goes out like a mighty man, like a man of war he stirs up his zeal; he cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows himself mighty against his foes.

	What word begins with the letter Z in this verse? (zeal)

· God acts like a mighty man who goes out to fight a battle, a soldier in a war.
· God acts with zeal. He is eager and determined to do what He has planned - - just like a mighty soldier cries out and shouts as he charges into battle.
· God acts with zeal. He acts whole-heartedly, never in a “ho-hum” or lazy way.

Display the Z - Zealous visual - 

	God is zealous, He acts with His whole heart.

	As much as God was zealous to free the people of Israel from Egypt, there is something He is even more zealous about.

Story - Jesus enters Jerusalem (Luke 19:30, 35-38a)

	(The following is a brief summary of Jesus’ ministry leading up to this event.)

· Jesus had spent three years telling people about who God is and what He is like.
· During that time, Jesus worked many miracles: healing the sick and blind, feeding 5,000 hungry people, and even making dead people come to life again.
· More importantly, Jesus had an important mission, and to do it He had to enter the city of Jerusalem.
· Before entering Jerusalem, Jesus gave two of His disciples a special job to do.


Jesus told them …

Read Luke 19:30, 35-38a
	“Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here” … And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. As he was drawing near … the whole multitude of  his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying …

(Have the children recite the following part of the verse with you several times.)

	Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! (Repeat together several times.)

· The people believed that Jesus was the promised King of Israel.
· In Jerusalem, there was a palace, a throne, and a crown.
· They thought Jesus had come to Jerusalem to sit on the throne, wear a crown, and act like the king they had been expecting.
· But Jesus was on a different kind of mission.

	Does anyone remember what word the letter G tells us about God? (Glorious; God shows His greatness and worth)

	Is there anything or anyone else greater or more valuable than God? (No.)

	But do we always feel and act in ways that show that we treasure and love God most of all? No, we don’t. We all sin and our sin is like dirty stinky garbage.

	Do you remember what God feels toward sin? (anger, wrath; He is right to punish sin)

	So when Jesus entered Jerusalem on that day, it was a little like the people in the crowd were holding out a piece of candy for Him, just like when I offered you a piece of candy at the beginning of this lesson - - “Jesus, come and sit on this nice throne and wear this beautiful crown.”

	But you all changed your mind about wanting the easy-to-get candy, when you knew that there would be a much better reward for doing a hard thing like scrubbing a floor.

· While it would have been easier and more fun for Jesus to go and sit on a throne, wear a crown, and be treated like a king, there was a reward that was much, much more important to Him - - the greatest reward of all.
· Jesus was going to show the glory of God by saving His sinful people.
	That is the greatest reward of all! So, do you think that Jesus would go about doing it in a “ho-hum” or bored kind of way?

Display the Z - Zealous visual - 

	What special word did we learn about God today? (God is zealous. He acts with His whole heart.)

	Jesus is God, and He is zealous. He is zealous to show the glory of God by saving sinners like you and me. But to do it He had to do the hardest, ickiest, and most painful job of all. He had to go and die on a cross. And He would do it with zeal - - acting with His whole heart.

Application - 

Understanding zeal for something - 

	Suppose your sister/brother really wanted to get a puppy. She/he kept asking mommy and daddy day after day after day - - never giving up. She/he went looking for extra jobs and chores to earn money to buy a puppy. All day, every day, she/he talked about a puppy! You could say she/he was zealous for getting a puppy. She/he was acting with her/his whole heart! What kinds of things are you zealous for? What kinds of things do you think God is zealous for? What kinds of things are most important to God? Do you think that He is zealous for you? Can you think of any Bible verses that show God’s determination and whole heart in seeking after you? (e.g., John 15:13)

God is Zealous for His Name and His people

Imagine the following scenario:

	While riding in a boat, my favourite hat flies off and starts to sink into the water. Do you think dad would be zealous to jump into the water to rescue my hat? What might his attitude be? What if I fell into the water, instead of my hat. Would dad be zealous to rescue me? Would he act with great determination, energy, and eagerness? Why? Recall a word that we learned that rhymes with zealous (jealous). God is jealous for His name, His glory, and His people. He will always act to guard and protect these things. Would God’s actions towards these things be like dad rescuing my hat? Or me? How should that make you feel if you are trusting in Jesus and are a child of God? (comfort; God will always care for you with great zeal) How should God’s zeal make someone feel who is not loving and trusting God - - someone who is an enemy of God (fear; God will always get His way; He will defeat His enemies). 

Review Isaiah 42:13


Jesus Was Zealous to Save Sinners

	Has there ever been something that you really wanted to do, such as learn to ride a bike. Did you give up when you fell down a couple of times or did you endure the pain and keep on trying?

	A person who is zealous for something keeps on going, even if it is hard and painful. In order for Jesus to save sinners like us, what was He going to do? (die on a cross). Do you think He thought something like, “Yeah, won’t it be fun to die for sinners”? (No - not at all.)

	Dying on a cross for sinners was the hardest, ickiest, most painful thing that anyone could ever do.

	What kinds of really hard things would Jesus experience? Why didn’t Jesus just give up? Why was He so zealous to go and die on the cross? What was the reward for doing it?

Read and talk about Hebrews 12:2b
	“ … who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross …”

Close in Prayer - 

	Pray that your children will have hearts tuned in to receive the truths taught. May they come to realize the intense passion with which Jesus pursues sinners.




